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proposition las been attempted during the
last few years on the ordinary bush roads
with a fair amount of suceess, just enough
to show what could be done if a really
good road were provided. The Govern-
ment, I presume, are looking for works on
whieh the bulk of the money ean he cx-
pended on labour. I commend this propo-
sition to their serious consideration. I have
been informed that a sum of £10,000 is
being made available to start the work.
That is not nearly enough. It was stated
in the Press the other day that abont
£28,000 had been voted for roads in the
North-West. Quite a rumpus was kicked
up in certain directions at the expenditure
of such a large amount. Why, ten times
that amount would noi be anywheve near
sufficient to mect present requirements. On
analysing that amount, we find that roughly
the average per road board is £2,000, and
as some of the road boards have 2500
miles of road to look after, it works out at
less than £1 per wile of road. Conse-
guently, when we get down to an analysis
of the position, the amount is practically
‘negligible. T.et me now make a few remarks
about the incidence of the financial emer-
gency tax. 1 am of opinion that this taxa-
tion or a similar form of taxation must he
confinued. T we are going to balance the
budget and provide all the work poessible
for the unemploved, there is no question
that taxation cannot be lessened. If it is
the insistent demand of this House that
full-time work be provided for ali men,
then there is no other conclusion to he
arrived at than that taxation must be in-
creased.

Mu. Raphael: Quite right.

Mr. RODOREDA : To balange the budget
and provide more money for the unem-
ployed will unquestionably mean inereascd
taxation. People iunsistenfly demand that
full-time work shall be provided for all men,
but do not tell w8 how that is to be done.
The financial emergency tax in its present
form seems to be unfair in its incidence,
Two men on a similar salary, one with a
family and the other without, both pay the
same amount of taxation. All taxation is
inequitable in its incidence, but we could
surely devise some means whereby this par-
ticular tax should not be zo grossly inequit-
able. As we know, in the Tncome Tax Act
we make provision for allowanees for men

with obligations. We do the same thing
when providing the relief worker with occn-
pations. We give more work and more
money to men according to their family
ohligations than we do in other cases. In
the case of the financial emergeney tax, once
we come within its scope we are all on the
same mirk. I hope the Government will
have some proposals to bring forward where-
by the incidence of the fax will be more
equitable,

On motion by Mr. Watts,
Jjourned.

debate ad-

BILL—SUPPLY (No. 1), £2,200,000.

Returned from fthe Council without

amendment.

House adjowrned at 8.38 p.m,

Aegislative Council,
Thursday, 13th August, 1936.
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The PRESIDEXNT fook the Chair at 4.30
pam., and read prayers,

QUESTION—EDUCATION.
Perth Girls’ School.

Hon. H. V. PIESSE asked the Chief Sec-
retary: In conmection with the building of
the Perth Girls’ School, what was the total
cost of—(a) building; (b) furniture?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: {a)
£73,607: (b)Y (i) Expenditure, £1,682, (ii)
Liabilities, £3,134, Total £4,816.
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QUESTION—AGRICULTURAL BANK.
Interest Rates Puaid and Charged.

Hon. H. V. PIESSE asked the Chief
Seepetary: 1. What rate of interest is paid
by the Government on the money utilised
by the Agricultural Bank? 2, What rate of
interest is debited to the Agricultural Bank
by the Government on money advanced to
it?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: 1,
On aceount of the conversion of the whole
of the internal deht of Australia, it is not
now possibie to distinguish that part of the
debt which was originally advanced to the
Agrieultural Bank, The average rate of
interest pavable on all the debt, however,
was v+ 8s. Nl per cent. This rate incindes
10s. 9d. per cent., being exchange on over-
sens deht. 2, For ordinary advances 43
per cent., for Soldier Settlement 4 per cent.

QUESTION—RECLAMATION WORK,
SWAN RIVER

Hon. H. V. PIESSE asked the Chief
Secretary: What is the cost of the reclama-
tion work on the Swan river since the pre-
sent Government took office?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied:
£35,006, (N.B.—It should he noted that thas

Government took office onlv in April last.)

PAPERS—TRANSHAUSTRALTAN
RAILWAY.

Kalyoorlie-Fremantle Seclion.

On motion by Hon. A. THOQOMSOX,
ordered : That all papers and plans prepared
and discussed by the Tederal and State
Governments regarding the suggested exten-
sion of the Trans-Aunstralian Railway from
Kalgoorlie to Fremantle be laid on the Table
of the House.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Forrth Day.

Drebate re<smmed from the previons day.

HON. A. THOMSON (South-East)
[4.377: Before nddressing myself to the
subjects mentioned in the Lient.-Governor's
Speech, T desire to take this opportunity of
expressing to the electors of the South-East
Province my appreciation of their having

returned me unopposed to sit again in this
House. Having been in public life since
1914, I appreciate such an honour very
highly: and T can onkv trust that the ser-
vices | =hall he able to vender to my
electors and the State during the next six
vears will prove of advantage both to the
province and to Western Australia as a
whole. I wish to congratulate the Govern-
ment on having concluded the financial year
with a small swrplus. The position is highly
satistactoryv: huat, as pointed out by M
Seddon, the State has considerable leeway
to make up. [ am afraid that had it not
heen for the arant we veceived from the
Comumonwealth, our position would not be
satisCactory.  In saying this. T have no
desive in any way to detract from the Grov-
ernment’s aehiovement.  Om the other hand,
if the Commonwealth seex fit to veduce the
amount of the subsidy which the State tiov.
ernment  have been Tortunate enough to
secure, they will have a diftieult fask in squar-
ing the Jedger. Certainly it is a happy sign
that we have arrived at a financial position
enabling us to show a surplus for the past
venr. [ thank M. Seddon for the pains he
has been at to compile the interesting fizures
which he quoted Iast night,  Those lignres
show what an enormous amount of money is
being taken from the people by way of
taxation. The adoption of the Address was
moved by Mr. Heenan. T am sorry that the
hon. member is not present, as [ wished to
he the first o congratulate him on the im-
portant step which, aceording to the Press.
he is about to take. Certainly 1936 secms
destined to be an important veur in the hon.
member’s life, since during it he hos entered
the publie arena and is about to assume the
responsibilities of matrimony. 1In the eowrse
of hiz vemarks Mr. Heenan said—

Tt is very heartening to lewrn from His Ex-
celleney’s Speech that our conditions in this re-
spect (social unresf) are becoming less acute.
The aim and the responsihility of every Gov.
crnment should be to provide full-time emples -
ment for their citizens, so that all can maintein
a decent stawndard of living . .. .

T concur fullv in those remark: of v
Heenan. T had hoped that when the finan-
cial position was shown to be so satisfactory,
the Government would see their wayx to
abolish part-time emplorment. T am sure
that the men who have horne with part-time
employment =0 patiently for venrs, feel that
they are justified in asking that the Govern-
ment should as =oon as possible give them
Tulk-time work. Tn that connection T desire
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to deal with onite phaze of the depression. We
have now with us what is called the lost
legion, composed of young men who during
the depression Jost their rightful epportunity
fo acquire a trade or profession. This was
caused hy the lack of work prevailing when
they left school, the usual avenues of em-
ployment being closed to them, Emergensy
taxation was hrought into existence for the
definite purpose of providing work for the
unemployed. Last year that taxation pro-
duced £827,119. I urge the Govermuent to
set aside at least one-third of thet amount
in order that members of the lost legion may
be given the opportunity to learn a trade or
profession. When our soldiers returned
from fighting for us in the war, the Federal
Government inaugurated a scheme whereby
those men were trained to some trade or pro-
fession, thus being enabled to get out of the
bhnd alleys of work and trade. I see no
reason why the same ¢annot be done for the
young men who have suffered so severely
during the depression. The youth leaving
sehool to-day is in a much happier position
than the yonth who left school during the
depression. The latter found it almost im-
possible to get work; he had to go out and
take any sort of job in the country. The
Federal Government provided a sum of
money to enable some of these vouths to
work (wo days per week in forestry. No
doubt that work was highly useful, hut what
further hope had these vouny men and
where did that work lead them? TIn view
of the enormous sum bheing collected by
the State throngh the financial emergency
tax, I urge that a considerable proportion of
it should be placed on one side for the pur-
pose [ have indicated. Further, I urge the
Government te give serious cousideration
te the inauguration of some scheme
whereby the young men of the lost
legion may hbe enabled to acquire a
trade or profession which will permit
of their getting out of the ruck of the
last five years. Au appeal was made for
the raising of a fund of £50,000 on behalf
of youth and motherhoed. To judge from
statements made by Mr. Baxter, the com-
mittee administering that fund scarcely
know which way to turn in order to make
use of the money. Agviculture in Western
Australia is a most important industry, and
I am going to suggest to that committee
that they utilise portion of the £25,000 in
their trust to provide additional facilities
at the Narrogin School of Agriculture. We

have in the metropolitan area our technical
schools, and on the goldfields our School of
Mines, where our youths are able to receive
instruetion and improve their knowledge of
the various trades they are following. It
is just as essential that technical education
should be provided for those boys who have
an agricultural turn of mind and are desir-
ous of following agriculture az a means of
earning their livelihood,
Hon. G, W. Miles:
Muresk College there.

Hon. A, THOMSON: I can assure the
hon. member that at Narrogin he will see
splendid demenstraiion of practieal work.
The State has been fortunate in having at
the head of that school a man of the ahility
of Mr. Shugg, who has been in charge of
that school for a number of years. But
when we see the dilapidated condition of
the schoel buildings and the lack of neces-
sary facilities, we realisc that the schoel is
not able to take more pupils because there
is nol sufficient accommodation for them.
So iy proposal points to a practical way
of using part of the sum raised in the Younth
Appeal,

Hon, L. B. Bolten: Is not that the Gov-
ernment’s work?

Hon. A. THOMSBON: Yes, to an extent
it is, but we know that very useful work
at the State schools is done by means of
the Pavents and Citizens’ Association, the
various branches of whieh take a practical
interest in local schools. As I say, I feel
that this proposal of mine points a practi-
cal way of utilising some of that moncy
from the Youth Appeal. I am an ardent
supporter of agriculiural schools. I know
one farmer whose son went to the agrienl-
tural school, actuaily against his father’s
wish, But the boy’s mother, who was of a
more practical turn of mind, insisted on the
boy’s going there. \When the boy came back
after having served his term at the school,
his father cagerly admitted that the know-
ledge of practical work, sueh as blacksmith-
ing and the repaiving of machines, which
the bay had acquired at the Narrogin School
of Agriculture, constituted the best invest-
ment that he, the father, had ever made
on behalf of the boy. So I strongly urge
that the Youth Appeal Committee, who can-
not find ways of getting an adequate return
for the money in their charge, should at all
events look into my proposal and see
whether it would not be of great advantagme
to help provide at the Narrogin Agricul-

You want another
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tural Schooi this technieal education for
the boys. The Country Party, I may say,
stand solidly for decentralisation. Recently
T was very much interested in the published
report of a meeting held in your room, Mr.
President, {for the purpose of considering
ways and means for the proper utilisation
of the pout of Esperance. It seems an abso-
lute scandal that although the Government
have spent a large sum of money, about
£60.000, in the construction of a jetty at
Esperancee, and although at g much earlier
date a railway was built connecting Esper-
ance with the Eastern Goldfields, the steam-
ship companies are not using the Port of
Esperance.  The revival in the goldmining
industry  provided a splendid opportunity
for developing that port and making full
use of the jetry and the railway. Vet the
steamship companies of Australia, pro-
tected by the Navigation Act, say it is bet-
ter for thewm to carry Esperance cargo on to
Fremantle. That may be afl right from the
point of view of the shipping companies,
but as a member having the port of Albany
within his clectorate, 1 shall be very glad
1o give any assistance I can to the residents
of the goldficlds and to members represent-
ing the Esperance district, to help them
reach their objective of having the port of
Esperance properly utilised. I can assure
the people most coneerned that all that T
and other members of the House ean do to
induce the shipping companies to make use
of the facilifies provided at Esperance, will
he eladly done.

Hon, G. W. Miles: It is a private service.

Hon. A, THOMSON: Yes, that is so. 1
know from personal experience that in the
early days after the war, business people
in my home town frequently had to invoke
the aid of M. Gregory, M.H.R., and Mr.
Prowse, MH.R,, and our own senators to
insist upon the inferstate steameys taking
certain cargo to Albany, where it was re-
quired, rather than to carry it on to Fre-

mantle, Of ecowrsc it did not mat-
ter to the shipping companies, but
we in the Katanning district await-

ing that ecargo had to pay additional rail-
way freizht to bring it down from Fremantle.
So T know what it means when cargo that
should be dropped at Esperance is brought
all the wav round tn Fremantle, and then
put on the railway in order that at last it
might reach it< destination, perhaps on the
poldfields. Tt i3 only right that publie in-
fluenee shonld he brought to hear with a

view to having the port of E-perance pro-
perly utilised,

Hon. G W. Miles: Tite same thine applies
to goldlields™ earwo,

Hon. A. THOMSON: Ye., that iz so.
Now I wish to s=ayv a word or two about the
Agricultural Bank. Last session when the
Agricultural Bank Bill was hefore the
House, 1 considered that it was giving just
a littie too much power to the Bank Com-
missioners, 1 admit that those Commis-
sioners have a very heavy task fo handle,
but | amn still of opinion that too much
power has been given to them. Take, for
the sake of argumeni, the position in which
the employees of the bauk find themselves,
men who have given practieally lifelong
service to the bank. Tf must be very dis-
appeinting to those men who have served
the State faithlully and well and have
performed thelr duties satisfactorily to the
hank, to find that when some of the most
important positions in the bank are about
to be filled, preference is given to outsid-
ers. T have no desire to east any reflection
on the ability of the gentleman who has
heen appointed manager of the Agrieul-
tural Bank, but I do feel that when the
Bill was going through Parlinment the Gov-
ernment failed adequately to provide for
the protection of the bank’s employees
whe have rendered loyal serviee to the
State. I am sore that many of them must
feel greatly disappointed at the filling of
various positions in the bank. The new
manager recently appointed has been con-
nected with the .Associated Banks all his
life. I trust that is not going to he the
policy of the Agriecultural Bank in the
future: hecause fundamental principles
are to be found in the foundations of the
Agricultural Bank, the primarv objeet of
which is to assist production and the devel-
opment of the State. Buf if the hank trus-
tees are going to adopt the banking
methods of the Associated Banks, I am
afraid that moeh of the henefit whieh Wes-
tern Australia has in the past received from
the work done hy the Agricultural Bank,
will in future be lost to the State. The
position in the realm of group settlement
to-day is that there is considerable dissat-
isfaction expressed by the group settlers
themselves, and I must admit that in my
opinion those =rettlers have some measure
of justifieation for their complaintz. T
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venture to say that much of the loss whieh
has heen ineurred on group settlement has
been due entively to governmental or de-
partmental administration. Between 60
per cent and 70 per cent. of the money
that has been written off from group sci-
tlement has been lost throngh the faulf,
not of the group settlers, but of others. I
remember that in the early days of group
gettlement, while many people were placed
on the bloeks who were not temperamen-
tally or otherwise qualitied for the task,
were not suitable to undertake the devel-
opment of that class of country, there
were also numbers of men who went there
having their own money and who put it
into their blocks and were genuinely desir-
ous of making good and becoming useful
settlers. But, under the policy of the ad-
ministration, men of independent spirit
slowly but surely decided they could not
carry on, and so they left the groups. One
would naturally think, after all the exjeri-
ence of the Agricultural Bank and those
administering it, that they would be very
careful with any rules and regulations
that were promulgated, carcful fo zee that
they wonld not have an adverse effeet on
the sebtlers. Tt is casy to sit down in an
office in Perth and draw up rules and regu-
lations that are quite all right from an
administrative point of view, hut will
prove to he harmful in their application to
the scttlers. I have here a list showing
what was expeeted of the settlers. I do
not propose fo read the whole of the list,

but I will give fonr instances, none of
which is an extreme case. This is a sched-
ule of the seitlers to whose proceeds

Section 61 of the Agrienltural Bank Aect
will apply from 1936 onwards. I do not
wish to give the names of the setilers, for
it is not at all necessary that they should
appear in ‘‘Hansard.”’ In fhe first ease I
will quote, a request or demand was snb-
mitted to the loeal butter factory. 'The
Agrienltural Bank said to the manager of
the factory that they renuired from Jones
and Smith and Robinson a sum of s0 mach
per month, and that it was for the man-
ager of the butter factory to deduct those
sums from the respective ermam cheques.
Hon. members will agree that group set-
tlers have every reason for being dissatis-
fied with the action of the Agricultural
Bank. One of the instances I will quote

gives the deductions for July, Aungust and
September. These amounted to £3 8s. 4d,,
and the amazing thing is that the cheque
for this man’s cream was £2 15s. In an-
other case, the Bank demanded £3 18s. 4d.,
while the cream cheque was only £2 18s. 44.
In another instance, the cream cheque came
to £2 8s, and the Bank demanded £4 18s.
2d. The Agricultural Bank certainly com-
mitted a grave crror of judgment when it
was deeided hy the Commissioners to loke
the income of the particular settlers for the
months I have named. It was reported fo
us when we visited Denmark recently that
one young man had worked for his parents
for no less than 11 years without having
received any payment. The father trans-
ferred the block to the son, and his first
eream cheque for a month was £3. The
whole of that was taken by the Bank. This
young settler pointed ont that to-day the
business people in that area would not sup-
ply the setflers with provisions,

Hon. E. H. Angelo: If a man cannot
do better than that, he should go off the
land.

Hon, A. TIHOMSON: I want the hon,
member to reserve his eriticism in respect
of group settlement, and I wonld remind
him that thongh the whole scheme has cost,
as it has been alleged, ten milliens, comn-
siderable development has taken place in
the South-West, and that development will
be found, in n few years’ time, to have
justified itself. We are producing sufficient
butter in Western Australia to supply the
whole of our wants, whereas previously we
were importing it in large quantities from
the Eastern States. The young man to
whom T have referred went to the manager
of the Bank and said that he could not carry
on. T will admit that since then the man-
ager has had permission to give this setiler
a rebate. Here is the unfortunate position:
He was referred to the police te ohtain his
rations, Dbut the police replied that thev
could not give him rations becanse he was
a group scttler. The young man aml his
wife had no alternative but to walk off,
There was only a matter of £3 involved and,
remembering that he had given 11 years of
his life te developing the holding, more
zencrous consideration might have been
shown him. The Agricultural Bank then
put on a caretaker, and paid him £6 a month.
One can scarcely believe that sueh thing- still
happen. T realise the difficult task facing
the Agrieultural Bank Commissioners, hnt
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I also realise the difficult position that many
of the settlers have to face. Having given
many years of their lives to the cultivation
of the areas, they should be treated more
considerately, particularly when a matter
of only a few pounds is involved, and the
cost of keeping a caretaker on the property
is £6 a month. Is that good business?

Hon. E. H. Angelo: There must he some-
thing behind it.

Hon. A. THOMSOXN: I should like the
hon. member to tackle one of those groups.

Hon. E. H. Angelo: I would not waste
my lime there.

Hon. A. THOMSOX: No, you have too
much sense; you mwuch prefer to sit where
you are.

The PRESIDENT: Order!
member must address the Chair.

Hon. A. THOMSON : Tt is necessary that
the Agrienltural Bank Act showld he
amended. What the settlers ask is that they
shounld have a board to which they can ap-
peal.  There are quite a number of in-
stances of men having been forced off their
holdings in respect of which appeals to
another tribunal would result in their heing
permitied to remain on their blocks.

Hon. T. Moore: Was that £3 18s. to which
vou referred the vsual month’s cheque?

Hon. A. THOMSON ; It was for the lean-
est period of the year.

Hon. J. M. Macfarlane: August, Septem-
ber and October are the leanest months of
the vear.

Hon. A, THOMSON: The period I quoted
was the leanest in that part of the State.

Hon. J. M. Macfarlane: Ob, no.

Hon. A. THOMSON : However, it cannot
be denied that the Agrienltural Bank Act
does require to be amended, and it is essen-
tial, in my opinion, that an appeal board
should be appointed. I noticed recently
at a conference in Adelaide of the
Federal Labour Party, one of the planks
which that party proposed to submif to the
people was, in effect. the nationaiisation of
banking. I wish to draw the atteniion of
members, and also those people who might
feel inclined to support that policy, to the
fact that if the action of the Agricultural
Bank of Western Australia, which is a Gov-
ernment institution, is a sample of what we
might expeet from nationalised banking, the
taxpayers should uvnhesitatingly furn down
the proposal. Most of us whbo have had any-
thing to do with Government institutions
are aware that they have neither body to he

The hon.

kitked nor sounl to be dammed, and so [
feel the nationalisation of banking would be
a retroggade step in the Commonwealth.
Hon. members will recall that when we were
dealing with the Transport Act last session
I took a prominent part in opposing ver-
tain sections of it. I hope again to place
hefore members of this House an amend-
ment which will give the right of appeal to
i resident magistrate against the decisions
of the board.

Hon, H, Seddon: Do you think ihat is
a good business proposition?

Hon, A, THOMSON: I will tell the hon.
member. 1 propose to read a letter which
was published in the “Primary Producer”
newspaper, signed by W, H. Howard, secre-
tary of the W.A. Transport Board. This
reads as tollows:—

I"rom reports received at this office from time
to time, there appears to he same doubt jn the
minds of primary producers as to the applica-
tion of the exemption set out in paragraph 3
of the First Schedule of the State Transport
Co-ordination Act, 1933. It is thought that the
following explanation may therefore be of in-
terest to readers of your publications. The
paragraph referred to provides that no license
is necessary for any vehiele which is used
“‘solely for the carringe of livestock, poultry,
fruit, vegetables, dairy produce or other perish-
ible commodities, or wheat from the place
where they are produeed to any other place,
and for the carriage of ou the return journey
any farmers’ requisites for domestic use or
for use in produeing the commoditics named
herein, and not intended for sale, in a vehicle
owned by the producer.

A farmer or orchardist, ote,, may therefore
use his own vehicle to convey livestock, perish-
ables or wheat produced by himself from his
property to Perth, or anv other place, and re-
turn with stores, petrol, manurcs, netting or
other goods for use in producing his livestock,
perishables or wheat. The exemption applics
only to a vehicle in respeet to whieh a ““pro-
ducer’s license’’ under the Traffic Act, 1919-
33 has been issued, and in order to claim the
benefit thereof, the producer:—

I want members to pay particular attention
to these paragraphs—
(a)
(by

(v}

Must use his own vehicle,

Must not carry goods for other persons,
whether free of charge or not,

Must not convey any goods whatever
back to his property uniess he has car-
ried his livestork, perishables or wheat
on the forward journey.

Must mot in any cireumstanees earry
wool ar any other goods not mentioned
above,

Must not earry back to his properiy any
goods intended for sale, '

(@)

(=)

Tt is a erviminal act even to carry parcels.
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Hon, J. XNicholson: It is an offenee
against the Act,

Hon. A, THOMSOXN: Yes, and a penalty
can he imposed. So that if one wants to
take back to his farm about 30s. worth of
provisions, he has to pay 10s, for the right
to do sn.

Hon, G. W. Miles: They are not enfore-
ing that?

Hon. A, THOMSON: Here is the letter
sent out hy the sceretary of the Transport
Board, and published in the “Primary Pro-
ducer” newspaper of last week.

Hon. V. Hameusley: And the charge is
for only one trip!

Hon. A. THOMSBON: Yeos, it is necessary
to get a permit for each trip. We were told,
when the Transpori Ae¢t was introduced,
that it was to co-ordinate traffic. I wonder
whether members realised what would hap-
pen when that Bill was before this House.

Hon. G, W. Miles: Tt is as bad as the
shipping seivice on the North-West coast.

Hon. A. THOMSON: I camnot under-
stand why the Commonwealth Government
have not endeavoured to bring influence to
bhear upon the State Governments to mimi-
mise the effect of the varions transport Aets.
We should realise that recently we have
heard a good deal about the movement of
artillery by mechanised means, and we must
not forget that the great success achieved
by the ltalian army in conquering Abyssinia
was llargely due to its mechanised army
being able to fransport their people and
guns  with rapidity.  Unfortunately, the
action of the Government of this State
seems to be in the direction of stopping pro-
gress, and preventing people using the means
of transport which are of benefit to them.

Hon. V. Hamersley : Unless they are with-
in a 25-mile radius of the metropolis.

Hon. A. THOMSON: Yes. I thought it
would be interesting to members to know the
attitude adepted by the transpert authori-
ties in dealing with the producers for T am
confident no wember here will be desirous
of such a state of affairs continming. 1 do
not wish fo east any reflection upon the Gov-
ernment officer to whom 1 shall refer. When
the State Transport Co-ordination Act was
2oing through this Chamber, a permanent
official of the Railway Department sat in
the House. He was, in effeet, officially in
charge of the Bill and, as was stated here,
he prepared it. 1t was rather an amazing
coincidence that he was subsequently ap-
pointed to the position ol secretary of the

Transport Board and continued as such until
the whole of the motors were pushed off the
road. As soon as that form of traffic was
climinated, this gentleman went back to his
position in the Railway Department. Co-
ordination of that description is suel that
members should have their attention drawn
to what oceurred. Undoubtedly the Railways
have shown better figures, but eertainly not
the whole of the improvement is attributable
te the elimination of motor transport. In
my opinion the greatest fuctor in the im-
provement arose through the inereased traftie
with the goldfields distriets. 1 do not pro-
pose this afternoon to go inte facts and
figures with vegard to our railwavs. On
several oceasions 1 attempted to secare the
appeintment of o committee to consider the
over-capitalisation of the railway system.
For years past I have contended that the
milways are over-capitalised and that lines
have been constructed and foreed npou the
Commissioner of Railways, although those
lines can never be expected to pay.
Hon. G, W. Miles: Political railwayvs.

Hon. A. THOMSON: T would net say
they were political railways but T will give
an iMustration of what T mean. Together
with other members representing the South-
East Province, 1 accepted an invitation from
the Denmark Road Bowrd b visit the Den-
mark  distriet, and we went through to
Nornalup,  The distance from Nornalup to
Albany is 70 miles. Teaving Nornalup at
.30 am., the train took 734 hours to
traverse the 70 miles and reach its destina-
tion at Albany. Any decent motor car eould
do the jowrney in two hours without any
strain whatever. T am pleased to see that the
Government and the Commissioner of Rail-
wavs have given consideration to the services
on country brauch lines and that orders have
been placed for six Diesel electrie vailenrs.

Hon. W. J. Mann: They are using motor
epaches now.

Hon. A, THOMSON: Yes, there are some
in use but thevy arve of a.very old tvpe and
they cannot take the load that is necessary.
However, the fact remains that non-paying
lines huve been constructed and forced npon
the Commissioner of Railways, and it i5 not
fair to expect him to Bnd the interest, sink-
ing fund and other charges on the eapital
involved,

Hon. T. Moore: The position reeardine
the northern end of the line vou have re-
ferved to s worse =bll.
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Hon. A. THOMSON: If it was in the
public interests to appoint a Royal Commis-
sion to inquire into the operations of the
Agricultural Bank, in which upwards of
£15,000,000 of State funds are at stake,
surely it is equally important that a com-
mittee of inguiry shall he appointed to con-
sider the operations of the Railway Depart.
ment in which £26,000,000 of State funds
are involved. If such a body were appointed
to consider the position of the railways, it is
quite possible that many cxeellent recom-
mendations would he issued that would be
of assistance not only to the department hut
ol advantage to the people in the outback
country. The metropolitan area is fortunate
in its transport serviees. | am at variance
with the Government regarding the expendi-
ture of £84,000 in providing trolley huses
for the Claremont service. I eannot under-
stand the action of the Government in enter-
ing upon such an expenditure without the
consent of Parliament, especially as the
money could be better spent in setting up
new avenues of employment.

Hon. G, W. Miles: And private caterprisc
was prepared to provide the service.

Hon. T.. B. Bolion: Private enterprise is
doing it now,

Hon. A. THOMSON: That is so.

Hon. G. W. Miles: It is a wilful waste of
public money,

Hon, A, THOMSON : | consider the
money could have heen better spent in
training men who are in what I regard as
“The Lost Legion” and enable them to learn
a trade or profession. Exeeption has been
taken frequently to the eriticisim indulged in
by certain memhers representing country
constituencies regarding the reclamation
work along the Swan River foreshore. Dur-
ing the depression, when the money market
was tight, 1 recognised there were other
avenues whereby that money could have been
expended, but T must admit that those who
conceived the reclamation scheme and the
Government who are carrving on the work,
performed and are vendering, in my opin-
ion, a very useful service. They have created
an asset for the State. Tt could not be said
that the mud flats that were disclosed when
the tide was low were beauntiful fo contem-
plate.

Hon. G. W. Miles: Nor yet the mos-
guitoes.

Hon. A. THOMSON: As a country rep-
resentative, I say that the money spent on
that work has resulted ir the provision of

a permanent asset for the State, and there-
tore T do not take exception to the expendi-
ture. Having indulged in a certain amount
of criticism, there is one other matter I de-
sire to deal with before concluding. T offer
a suggestion for serious consideration by
the Government respecting a new avenue
for the provision ¢f employment, and the
utilisation of mwueh land that is not being
profitably used to-day. I received a letter
some time ago from My, Lawrence of Young's
Siding, where he has been farming for a
considerable time. He drew myv attention
to the fact that it was within the realms
of practicability that the sugar beet indus-
try could be cstablished in the South-West.
He pointed out that there were large aveas
that ecould e more profitably used. Fre.
quently the potato erops did not prove iro-
fitable, nor did the growing of vegetables. He
cousidered that if the sugar beet industry
were started as an additional aetivity, it
would form a  satisfactory adjunct to
production by the people in his distriet.
When tebacco growing was sugeested in this
State, the idean was pooh-poohed, 1t was
not regarded as practicable and it was de-
finitely stated we could not grow tobaceo.
Now, after some years, it is a profitable
industry that is finding employment for a
large number of people, and is providing
increased revenue for the State, When we
discuss the establishment of the sugar beet
industry with departmental officers, they
peint out that it will cost £200,000 for the
crection of a factory. Quite rightly, the
State Government had no hesitation in guar-
antceing the company operating the Wiluna
agold mine and they also aceepted the re-
sponsibility of informing those who are de-
veloping the Big Bell Mine that if they
carry on their work, a railway will he con-
structed to the mine. In each instance it
was sound husiness, and I eommend the Gov-
ernment for their action. I decided to make
some inquiries regarding the sugar beet in-
dustry and [ wrote to the Premier of Vie-
toria, Mr. Dunstan, who supplied me with
the following memorandum in reply to my
letter:—

The sugar heet factory at Maffra was esiab-
lished in 1897 at a cost of approximately
£75,000. The plant then had a capacity of
400 tons of beet per day. The plant has since
heen modernised and its eapacity incronsed to
500 tons per day. The cost of establishing a
factory of like capacity was investigated re-
cently, and it i3 estimated that it will amount
to, approximately, £255,000 In addition, pro-
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vision of approximately £100,000 woukl be ve-
quired euch year to fHinance purchase of bueet
and cost of operations The sugar produced at
Maffra averages about 3,000 tons per anuum,
and the cost per ton of smgar varies between
£20 and £26 per ton according to the sugar
content of the beet amd the quantiy treated.
The beet grower is paid according to the aver-
age sugar content of all heet reevived tor the
vear, as follows:—

Price per
tun of beet.

306s. G,

Sugar confent.
Under 15 per cent.

15 to 15 per eent. 37a. 6.
153 to 16 per cent. 38s. 6d.
16 to 161, per cent. 39s. Gd.

Over 16 per cent, 405, G4,

The average ¥ield at Maffra under irrigation
is approximately 11°% tons per nere, and the
cost of producing an average crop ig estimated
as approximately £15 per vere,

Hon. L. Craig: On those figuves there is
not mueh in that industry.

Hon. (. W. Jiles: Surely you are not
advocating that the Goveroment put up such
a plant.

Hon. A, THOMSOXN: Mr, Craig claims
there is not much in it on those prices, but
they represent €3 an acre elear prefit, and
T am certain that the average farmer in this
State would be guite satisfied if he could
make that profit from his wheat. I do not
suggest that fhe producers should depend
entirely upon the growing of sugar beet.
They would continue growing potatoes and
carrying on ibeir doirying operations, but
the production of sugar beet would be an
increased aveuue for their activities. T shall
show how much profit has been made
by the factory over a number of years
and that will indicate that the pro-
posal is worthy of consideration, ‘par-
tieularly when wmembers realise that we
Linport  €300HW  worth of sugar annually.
If it was worth  while establishing the
dairving industey to prevent money being
sent out of the State for dairy produets,
surely it is worth while considering the
establishent of the bect sugar induscry.

Hon. T. Moore: Why net start on the
groups?

Hon. A. THOMROX: Tt could be made
part and pareel of group work. The letter
continued—

The Maffra Factory is run at o profit, the
figures vver the last five years being- -

52,?::66
19.41%
36,200
63,190
22,075

BELHE THW

Hon. G.
invested ?
Hou. A, THOMSOXN: Abhout £200,000,

Hon. (. F. Baxter: For many years it
made a loss.

Hon. A. THOMSOXN: In the five vears [
have quoted the profit was £221,3065.

Hon. (. W, Miles: s that o Government
factory?

llon. A, THOMSOX: The CGovernment
crected it,

Hon, (. Fraser: 1 suppose when the Gov-
ermment erected it, it showed a loss mul
they handed it over when it made a profit,

Hon. A. THOMSON: The suggestion is
well worthy of eonsideration.

Hon, J. Xicholson: What is the selling
price per ton?

Huono A THOMSOXN: The cost of sngar
voaries from £20 to €206 per ton and the
wholesale price is about £36,

Hon. L. Craig: T think it is £34.

Hou., A, THOMSOXN: Well, that shows
an excellent margin.

Hon. I, Craig: There is a large export
of sugar at about £8 per ton. '

Hon. J. Nigholson: Tt would tend to in-
erease the difficulty with sugar elsewhere.

Hon, A, THOMSON: Western Australia
is importing approximately £300,000 worth
of sugar each vear and as our population
inereases,—and it must inerease—the de-
mand for sugar will inerease. A little
while age the then Minister for Industries
travelled the State strongly urging the
establishment of factories to provide em-
pleyment and keep money within the State.
Ii it is worth while establishing other in-
rfustries, it is wovth while establishing this
oene. Years ugo Mr. Angelo spent o large
sum of monev to establish the banana-
growing industry at Carnarvon., When T
was a member of another place he strongly
advocated the growing of hananns, Now
Carnarvon is reaching the stage when it
can supply a considerable proportion of the
bananas required in this State. The mat-
ter of growing sugar bect should not he
turned down lghtly. 1 thank members for
theiv patient hearing and shall support the
motion.

HON. E. H. ANGELO (North) [5.85):
Nearly every member who hos spoken since
the House met has cxpressed ~incere rezrer
at the death of King Georze V. and has also
expre==ed pleasare that =o able a selon has

Fraser: What was the capital
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ascended the Throne. T desire respectfully
and sincerely to concor in those sentiments.
From this Chamber I regret the loss of
two memhers. hoth of whom I could claim as
friends. I de~ire to welcome the members
who have taken their places. T wish them
all possible luck in their Parliamentary
career, especially since they come from fami-
lies who have dome much for this State. [
wish also te expresz my deep vegret that
the previous occupant of the seatr I now
occupy has passed away. Sir Edward Wit-
tenonm was always a very kind friend o
me, both in and ouf of Parliament, and I
miss him very much. His death has been
a loss to the whole State. Tt is to be hoped
that Western Au=tralia will continue to pro-
duce sons of that calibre. Last year I took
the opportunity to inform the House of the
very unsatisfactory state of affairs in the
North-West, T told members then that there
were fewer men, fewer eattle, fewer sheep,
and fewer horses than there had been 25
vears hefore, The decrease continues; in
fact, it is aggravated this year by a severe
drought. dMembers doubtless arve aware that
the whole of the North-West, as well os
other parts of the State, is suffering from a
severe drought. In my 48 years assveiation
with the North-West, I have known of
severe droughts in one or two districts at
a time, but never hefore have we had a
drought of such severity extending {rom
the far Norih right down to the lower Mur-
chison. I am afraid we must expest a con-
siderable decrease in the wool elip; it is
certainly hard to get fat sheep. Uafor-
tunately the winter months there have clesed
without any rain, and I cannot see haw we
can possibly get any more rain until tie be-
ginning of the next wet season, by which
time the position will be serious indeed, 1
am afraid that the loss of stock wiil he very
heavy, and I do noi know where cwes will
be obtained to help the squatfers to stork
up again when the rains do come. Some
little time ago the method of fixing the 1ent
on pastoral leases was altered. A new
method was adopted; a certain figzure was
agresd wpon on the understanding that if
the price of wool fell Lelow that figure,
rents would be redueed, but if on the othes
hand the price of wool excceded that figure,
the pastoralist- would pay more. Ne one
seems to have confemplated the situalicn
that has now arisen. The pastoralizts re-
ceived fairly eood prices for their wool last
venr on which their rent will he assessed, but

T o afraid that this year they will get very
little wool and will be required to pay rent
at a higher rate. Thus they will be in a
worse position than when wool prices were
low. [ have not been asked by the pastoral-
ists to bring this matter before the Govern-
ment. The pastoralists are a hody of imen who
try to battle throngh withont spoon-feeding.
When hard times cowe, they keep o stiff
upper lip and carry on. However, I wished
to explain that little anomaly to the Chiet
Seoretary so that if the pastoralists are
torced 4o ask for a litile consideration, per-
haps in the deferring of pavment of vents
for a while, I hope the Government will
give them syvmpathetie eonsideration.  Tast
month | took a trip right through my Pro-
vinee and I shounld tike to tell members whut
I saw, The first port of call, Shark Bay,
is in a very depressed condition, hat the
people are battling along without askinge
for any help. The prices of pearls and pearl
shell have declined but the residents are
eking out an existenee by catehing fish.
One man who had made some money outside
of pearling is establishing a small fish ean-
ning factory and I believe that, knowing
what # field he has to work on, il will he the
hewinning of a big industry. At Carnarvon
we found that those engaged in the fruit-
growing industry were experiencing an
anxious tie.  Abnormal conditions are
existing: the river has not run for over iwo
vears. LUnless the river runs frequently, the
reservoir in the sands of the Gaseoyne River
ekes out.  Nothing serious has happenvd
so far, though one or two wells have turned
salt, but.the people are feeling considerable
anxtety, .\ requesi has heen made to test
the water at a deeper level. A sum of only
a few pounds is songht and I hope the Gov-
ernment will grant it. The wonderful suc-
eess achieved by the fruit-growers there
makes me wonder whether the time has not
arrived for the Government to make a thor-
ough investigation as to the capabilities of
the Gascovne River district for carrving
population. Some vears ago one of
our leading agricultural experts visited
the Gascoyne and reported to the Govern-
ment that, by damming the river at one or
two places and conservng a constderable
hodv of water, the land would bhe capable
of supporting 250,000 people. If we divide
that by five and make it 50,000 there is some-
thing whiech might help us to populate the
empiy North.  Later on the head of the
dairving industry, Mr. Hampshire, visited



98 [COUXNCIL.]

Carnarvon, He was so struek by the won-
derful fodders which were produced under
irrigation that in his report to the depart-
ment he nrged that 600 dairy farmers should
be established there. I am not suggesting
that i we had that big population up there
we should all grow hananas. There are such
things as fat lambs. The lnmbs ecould be
praduced on the stations, and when weaned,
fattened in the irrigation paddocks. Dairy-
ing could alse he carried on. That arca would
probably he the identical place for real group
settlements. Up there a small holding of
10 acres ought to he able to support a man
and his family, and enable them to grow
nearly cverything they required. The CGiov-
ernment mizht consider the advisability of
=ending competent engineers there to zce
what could be done with the river along the
lines [ have suggested. We have shown that
we ean grow the stuff provided the water is
made available. It could be made available
by damming. I have heen asked fo say
something about the experimental plot in
whiech T am interested. It comprises alto-
gether two acres. We produced some ripe
hananas after 12 months’ work, and during
the last 16 months have sent to market 2,900
crates of hananas,

Hon. L. Craig: Do not tell the Taxation
DNepartment that.

Hon, E. H. ANGELO: We all know what
Carnarvon bananas are fetching on the mar-
ket. So profitable bas the undertaking heen
that my partner and I have another place
going and have planted altogether 15 aeres.
I kope the Government will have the inves-
tigation made. The next port we ealled at
was Onslow. T was pleased to sce the new
jetty there in good working order. It is a
great blessing to the district. Unfortunately
the pastoralists will not have very much
wool and very few sheep to send away this
vear, but the jetty will be ready when good
times come again. A start has been made
with a new jetty at Cossack, and that too
will be very useful. T hear that a plant
has been erceted at the Weerianna gold mine,
close to Roebourne. The field is a promis-
ing one, Port Hedland is going to hoom,
as the reports from the near-by gold mining
area are very rood. The flotation of one mine
and the opening up of another new hig show
will attraet a lot of attention. Many mines
whiech were abandoned in the past are sure
to be worked now that the price of gold
has advanced. Broome is in a depressed
condition, but T was pleased to hear that

the price of shell had gone up a little. Derhy
too, is in & very depressed condition owing
to the drought. 1 am afraid they will never
do mueh there until some big scheme Is
launched for dealing in beef right through
the North, Yampi Sound promises fto he
a thriving place later on. That will, per-
haps, help Derhy.
Hon. G. W. Miles: Tt will,

Hon. E. H. ANGELO: A big industry
like that is beund to be of assistance to the
Linterland.  The drought has had severe
effeets at Wyndham. The killing seazon at
the meat works has heen curtailed by sev-
eral weeks owing to there being insuflicient
stock for the works to operate for the
full time. At Darwin we saw one of
the bright spots in the North. A Dhig
scheme of development is going on there,
largely through Federal money. The Com-
monwealth  Government arve huilding a
huge garrison town there. From a defence
point of view Darwin must become an in-
portant place. I am pleased to know that
a new steamer is going to be put on the
eoast, for one reason in partieular. TWhen
I was at Darwin last year 1T was informed
by the administrator and several local mer-
chants that if we counld send a boat there
regularly every month, Western Australia
conld look for orders for half the require-
ments of Darwin. At that place about 1,000
lons of goods are imported from the Enstern
States every month by the Burns Philp hoeat.

Hon, G. W. Miles: Every fortnight.

Hon. E. H. ANGELO: It would be better
still if we could have a fortnightly service.
Burns Philp’s boats go to Singapore, Java
and Japan. They are bigger steamers than
ours. I am certain that if a monthly ser-
vice to Darwin ecan be inangurated by
means  of the new steamer, Western
Australia  will get a fair share of
the trade of the Northern Tehritory. I
do not know what is to prevent us
from taking a hand in it now, The ‘“‘Kan-
garon,” which has done good prospecting
work  te Malaya, could he sent to
Derhy  once a month, and that would
caable  the “Koolinda” tn  make the
trip to Darwin  every month on the
other tide. Tn the opinion of Messrs.
Jolley & Company, agents for Burns Philp
in Darwin, there is a fine prospect of open-
ing up a good and lucrative tourist trade
round Australin by eonnceting our hoat
with their boat, and having people going
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up this way and round the east coast, and
vice versa. L am sure many travellers
would like to know more about the north of
Australia. Last year I spent some time
in pointing out the seriousness of the
emptiness of the North. Yeou, Sir, in your
Look, gave it the right name, “An Empty
Land.” There are empiy harbours there
which eould accommodate a fleet. There
may be hall a dozen harbours in the ex-
treme North that would hold a fleet. One
does not know that foreigners are not already
occupying them. The ‘‘Koolinda,’ in going
between Derby and Wyndham, goes right
outside the Archipelago, the Admiralty
group as it is called, and does not go near
the see the coast. XNo
hoat goes there. Some foreign power
may  he established there without our
knowledge.  The eoast is not patrolled.
We know poarhing is going on by
Japanese sampans. 1 was told at Dar-
win that 90 of these vessels are operating
around the islands not far from Darwin.
The 1ederal Government have supplied a
new launch to do pairol work from Dar-
win, She is a wonderful boat! I thought
when I saw her first she was the launch
coming out to Burns Philp’s sieamer. She
is only as long as from where I am stand-
ing to where the Chief Secretary is sitting.
She has sunk twice at the jetty, and can
hardly be ealled a floating asset. This is
the vessel the Federal Government have
supplied to look after their interests. We
know that these particalar waters are
very often vi-ited by hurricanes. We have
heard there is a Japanese trawler operating
on the eonst in the virinity of Wallal, and
that <he has been there for a long time.
I was told hy the eaptain of a Singapore
hoat that a Japanese vessel zoes there every
month and fills up from the trawler with fish,
which thex prolably take to Japanm, ecan,
and send hack to us. We also know what
the whalers arve doinz. Some 14 vessels
are operating in territorial waters within
30 miles of Carnarvon. T have seen all of
them myself. We are told that one
fleet consisting of seven vessels acknow-
tedees having canght G600 whales within
about  three weeks. A Norwegian fleet
was seen close hy Point Cloates. This
had heen there three or four wecks longer
than the other fleet, and probably caught
1,500 whales. I would nat be surprised if
these two flecis together had taken ahout

coastline  nor

2,000 whales, so that we have lost £200,000
ot least.

Hon. T. Moore:
whalers ?

Hon. k. H, ANGELO: I would suggest
that sowe effort be made to do a little more
in this divection. Until last year T was
always opposed to handing over the North
io the Federal G(iovernment unless they
were paepared to  throw their northern
territory in with our northern territory,
so that the North in general might be de-
veloped by the Federal Government, There
wonld have to be an understanding that
when this joint tervitory had a certain popu-
lation it would automatically become another
State of the Federation. The position has
becane so acute and so serious that I am
now  prepared to hand over the North
fo the Federnl Government if thev will
develop it and its industries, as they conld
well afford to do. The beef industry, for
instunce, requives a lot of monetary assis-
tance. The heet industry later on will he
most valuable to Australia because the meat
will be reguired in the United Kingdom.
A lot of money is required to develop it.
The Federal Government would probably
be able to induee Londen capital to come
in. I am certain that if proper methods
were adopted, a lot of people could make
a good living out of the fishing industry. If
the fisher folk of Scotland eould be induced
to take an interest in the industry a huge
amount vf wealth would come to Western
Australin. The wonderful ¢lumatie eondi-
tions under whieh these Seottish  folk
would have to work should appeal to them,
compared with the awful conditions of a
winter in  the seas around Seotland.
We  chould  be able to bring a lot
of peeple here for that industry alene.
That s  something the Federal Gov-
ernment could take up. I cannot see how
we could absorb many iinmigrants in the
South-West, hut I believe that if the fish-
ing industry of the North were praoperly
developed and worked by experienced men.
and the necessarv factories established,
it should be possible to abhsorb from 3,000
to 10,000 jminigrants. The Federal Govern-
ment can do more than we can do in en-
conraging prospecting for oil. That is a
very important matter. That is one of the
reasons why I would advocate handing gver
the northern portions of Australia to the
Federal Government. One of the conditions

Have we no British
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should be that they would spend a good
deal of wmoney in having it properly devel-
oped and populated. Some people ask why
we should lose the North, e caunot lose
the trade. It is impossible to shift the Kim-
berleys to Canberra or Melbourne. They
would always remain where they are.
We would get the benefit of the
development  without the liability., T
hope if any sugpestion is advanced by
the Federal (tovernment for taking over
the North, the State Governmeng will give
it serious consideration and perhaps give
Parliament an opportunity of discussing it.
I wiish to say something about what is really
a2 Federal matter. It is so important, so
vital, so serious to every one of us, that
every man holding a public position should
express his views upon it and set forth how
he stands with regard to it.  The
text 1 am going to take for my we-
marks is the last paragraph of the re-
port of a speech made in Sydney by Rear-
Admiral Lane Poole the day before yester-
day. He was addressing the Royal Empire
Soeiety. I quote from the report of the
speech—

Rear-Admiral Lanc Poole suggested that a
good way of furthering the great cause of ]:lm-l
pire in this gountry would be for members of
the Royal Empire Society and kindred h(?dles
to inculeate into the citizens of Australia a
sonse of personal pride in their navy. He asked
citizens to encourage youngsters to adopt a
caveer afloat.

Now I come to the most important part of
what doubtless 13 a well-considered utterance
by a high autherity—

The time was surely ripe, for the Lmpire
whose canse they lLad so much at heart was
nothing like the Empire it was a vear ago. The
voice of the Empire no longer ('I:ll‘l'le.d the
weight it did 12 months ago. The Empire no
longer possessed the power to ensure respect
tor its perfectly peaceful and  honourable
wishes., England zt the moment was gomg
througl the painful and extrenmely expensive
process of regaining its power to compel re-
spect. 1t was, in cffect, paying up its 1nsur-
ance premiums, which had fallen overdue.
Whether or not Australia followed suit was
Australia’s own husiness and nobody clse’s. It
depended upon the value which Australia placed
or its existence.

That is the opinion expressed by onr leading
naval authority. Speaking in this Chamber
Jast vear, I pointed out the need for taking
immediate steps to people and defend our
land. I then mentioned that Italy was con-
templating the seizure of Abyssinia. She
has done it. T then mentioned that Japan
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was going further and further into China,
also looking for land for her surplus people,
Japan is stil]l geing there, and nobody is
stopping her. Sinee 1 spoke, Germany las
publicly anncunced lhat she is going to de-
mand the return of her colonies, Many of
those colonies are held by the British
people to-day—XNew Guinea being held by
Australia.  Other nations are also voicing
their determination to have eolonies, All
these nations up to the present time have
talked of places that ave already populated.
They lmow, however, that we have a huge
cmpty North. They know that we have a
continent carrying only a litile over six
millions of people but capable of maintain-
ing a hundred millions.

Hon. G. W. Miles: We will staike!

Hon. E. H. ANGELO: Motions have heen
carried hy outside bodies declaring that the
Australian people are not pirepared for con-
seription. 1t does not scem to he realised
that the greatest safety we can possibly
secure lies in being preparved. That truth
is inculeated upon boys at sehool, If a hoy
learns to box, other boys leave him nlone. As
he grows up in life, the man who ean hold
his own, whether in debate or anything else,
is respected. And it 1s the same with
nations. I fecl perfectly sure that if there
had been a million men under arms in
Britain, there would bhave been no war in
1914, It is for the Australians to get pre-
pared, and the sooner we do it the better.
We shall want o lot of men and a lot of
money. The Federal Government are show-
ing a surplus this year, and a lot of people
are atter a bit of that surplus. Commereial
people want less taxation, merchants want
the sales tax knocked off, motorists want a
reduction in the price of petrok T hope that
the Federal Government will spend every
penny of that sarplus on defence, and also
every other penny they ean raise. In faet,
the position is new so serious and the
menace has grown so grave that 1 would
like (o see a special tax, a *“Federal de-
tenee emergeney fax,” to be spent wholly on
defence, It would have to he paid in small
amounts by workmen, and in larger amounts
by those able to afford them. It should he a
graduated tax. In point of faet, it would
not he a tax, but an msurance premium, and
nothing else. As Rear-Admiral Lane Poole
has said, we are behind in owr insurance
premiums.  To think that a country like
Australia has only about 35,000 soldiers, in-
cluding the small regular army and the
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reserve! That is all we have. There are
about 8,000 maritime reserves and seamcen,
and about 1,000 men prepared to work air-
eraft, We should have a force of a quarter
of a million men. If we had 230,000 men
being trained and ready to use rifles or
other munitions of war

Hon. G, W. Miles: That would do away
with all the sustenanee business,

Hon. E. H. ANGELO: If it went out to
the world that Australia had 250,000 soldiers
ready, there would be ne invasion of our
land. To bear people say that thev are not
in favour of econseriptien! I am in favour
of conseription for home defence. People
may retort, “Yes, you are too old to go.” 1
iried my hardest to go to the South African
war. When the Great War bhegan, in 1914,
1 consulted a doctor, and he told me that
I had a bad heart and had only two yvears
to live. Thank Heaven, I was able to do
something in a private position during the
Great War! I have always regretted the
fact that T am the eldest son in seven genera-
tions whe was not an officer in the British
Army., At any rate, we must have conserip-
tion; and I trust that on the first day the
Federal Parliament meets, conscription will
bhe brought in. Every boy at sehool old
enough to handle a rille should be taught
drill. Every boy on leaving school should be
taken into a training eamp; but if a boy in
a training camp could at any time show
that he had either been promised a job
or the chance of a position, let him
out. But gather in every ablebodied
that we ean, on the strict understanding
that this conseription means Australian de-
fence. If later on it 1s necessary to send
troops out of Australia, call for volunteers
amongst the trainees. We shall get plenty
if thev are asked to go out. Conseription,
however, I want o see introduced for Aus-
tralian defence. There is not a man in Aus-
tralia whe would not fight to prevent
burglars or murderers from coming into his
home and perhaps ill-using or killing his
famly., Service in Auwstralia amounts to
exactly the same thing, and plenty of
men will volunteer if required abroad. But
for the defence of Australia ifself every
Jad and every man should be prepared te
be conscripted so that he ean do his share.
I am indeed sorry to think that we have to
do it. I do not like econseripting men. I do
not like to send any man to do a job that he
wonld not do voluntarily and with goodwill.
However, we are now in sueh a position that
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we have to take drastic action, It is vitally
necessary. We lave all done our best to make
a little money and save it for the benefit of
our families. Nearly all of us have insured
our lives, and nll our assets are held by the
life assurance companies. The banks lold
the deposits which are to see us through our
old age. Every one of those securitics may
ro suddenly unless we are prepared to

flefend ourselves against aggression. A
nation not far from us now haz suh-
marines that can go to Sydney and ie-

tarn without re-fuelling, submarines that can
stand 25 niles cut and shell Sydney to
pieces. | was told that in Sydney by the
Minister for Defence some years ago.
The socner we have a quarter of a million
frained men and a thonsand aeroplanes the
better. No time should be lost in putting us
into a position of more assured safety than
exists at the present day. I have only one
fear. T am not afraid of the results of con-
seription, I think that when the people
realise the position, the matter of conserip-
tion will not make any difference to politi-
cians advoeating it. Not that I, for one,
care a hang. I certainly advocate conserip-
tion for home defence. My only fear is that
already we may be too late.

On motion by Hon. @G. B. Wood, debate
adjourned.

House adjourned at 6.12 pm.

Aegislative HAgsembly.
Thursdoay, 13th August, 1936.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p-m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—RAILWAYS, SHEEP
TRUCKS.

Mr. SEWARD asked the Minister for
Railways: 1, How many new CXa (sheep)
trucks have been construeted during the last



